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Market Trends: Solar Costs
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Mid-sized on-site 
solar projects* are 
increasingly cost-
competitive with 
alternatives.

*Which can fall into any of the 
categories listed here

Source: Lazard’s Levelized Cost of Energy Version 12.0 (2018).

https://www.lazard.com/perspective/levelized-cost-of-energy-and-levelized-cost-of-storage-2018/


Market Trends: Installed Solar Capacity
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Source: GTM Research and Solar Energy Industries Association 2018. 

Source: https://www.nrel.gov/gis/maps.html

https://www.seia.org/solar-industry-research-data
https://www.nrel.gov/gis/maps.html


Key Solar-Supportive Policies

• Federal 
• Investment Tax Credit

• State
• Net metering 

• Community solar 

• Retail choice/Third-party sales 

• Renewable portfolio standards (RPS)

• Local 
• Clean energy targets 

• Siting and permitting

• Interconnection 
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Key Policies: Minnesota 

• State
• Net metering: ✓ (1 MW/project, except community gardens – 5MW) 

• Community solar: ≈

• Retail choice: X

• Third-party sales: ≈

• Renewable portfolio standards (RPS) ✓

• Local 
• Clean energy targets: Some

• Siting and permitting: Some

• Interconnection: Some
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…And many more

Source: DSIRE

https://programs.dsireusa.org/system/program?fromSir=0&state=MN


Key Policies: Minnesota 
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Check the 
Database of 
State 
Incentives 
for 
Renewables 
& Efficiency 
(DSIRE) for 
additional 
specifics on 
Minnesota 
policies. 



Q&A

Questions?

Risa Edelman, U.S. EPA

Edelman.risa@epa.gov
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