
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND 
AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS 
DEPARTMENT OP El{YIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 

vs. A.H. Pile No. 85-8-AP 

.BOSTITC H DJYlSJON OF TEXTRON INC. 
EAST GREE~WJCH, RHODE ISLAND 

A GREEMENT 

This AGREEMENT is ente,ed by and between the Dep&rtment of 

Environment al Me..nagement's Divisior, of Air and Hez.ardous ME,terie.ls 

(he reinaftei the Division) and Bostitch Division o f T~xh on, Inc., East Greenwich, 

Rhode Isia.nd (hereinaft er Bost itch), pursuant to t he Rhode Isl£,nd Clea.n ..\ir Act, 

Chapter 23-23 of t he Genere.J Lev:s of t he State of Rhode Isl&nd &nd Providence 

Pl&.n t!:: t ions, as a:r,ended, &nd the Air PolJutiori Control Regulations aciopt'.c'G in 

a cc: or jonce therewith. 

To co:;iply with the provisions of Air PoUution Cor,·,rol Regulation Ko. 15 

entitled "Co,ntrol of Organic Solvent Emissions," t he Division and Bostitch ag-ree 

es f ol1ows: 

l. That the Division hes j urisdiction over t he subject meaer of this 
Agreement and of the parties consenting: to t his Agreement. 

2 . That Bostitch is subjec t t o the provisions of ~itle 23, Chapter 23 of the 
Rhed<.> I sland General Laws, as &mended, and the Air Pollution Control 
R egula tions adopt ed in accordance therewith. 

3. Tha t the Agreement applies to Bos.titch's facilit:1 at Ee.st Gr~enwich, 
R hode Isla nd. 

4. That t he provisions of this Agreement shaU ap~ly and be binding upon 
Bos.titch, its officers, directors, agents, servants, employees, operat~rs, 
succe!-sors, and assigne es and a1J persons, fi rms, bnd corpo:-ations. acting 
under, t hrough, snd for it. 

5. That since 1979 Bo.stitch has engaged in an ex~ensive research end 
development e ffo r t aimed at significantl y reducing \'OC emissions. by 
limiting the use of voe producing solvents. This e ffort has. been unde:---
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taken with the knowledge or the D_EM. Moreover, Bostitch has f.ully 
coo~ereted and worked closely with the DEM to reEich an accepteble 
emission level which best serves the Interest or the Rhode Island 
community, Bostitch's employees and the Company. 

6. That Bostitch is subject to the te:-ms of R hode Island Air Po}Jution 
Control RE=gulation No. l S, specifically Section l 5.5 r.M iscelle.neous

1 
Facilities Emitting l 00 Tons/Year or More." Accordingly, Bostitch 
submitted to the Division a "-'ritten "Alternate RACT Proposal" 
(hereinafter "Proposal") which sets forth its intentions to demonstrate 
R eesonebly Availeble Control Technoloin• (RACT): 

A) By August 31, 1985 Bost itch wiU modify its coating A t o a l ov-/no 
solvent A' and will commence convers;on of 18 %. of its s t aple 
producing equipment to use A'. 

B) By Novemb·er 30 , 1985 Bostitch will modi fy its eocting J t o e 
low/ no solvent J' e.nd will modify one-t hird of its coil nail 
equipment t o use J'. 

C) By December 31, l 985 Bosti tct: will modify c oeting B to e lo w/ no 
solvent B' and will commence conversio'"l of 12% or its staple 
producing equipment t o use B'. 

D) By February 28, 1986 Bosti t ch wilJ edo~t use of higher solic~ p&i~t 
ro~mu1es compatible with its eq•Jipment. 

E ) By February 28, 1986 Bostitch wiU modify another oni: - third of its 
coil nail equi~ment to use J'. 

F) By May 31, l98E Bostitch will rwdi fy t he r err.&.!nder of its coil neil 
£:-quipment to use J ' . 

G) By September 30 , 1986 Bostitch will rr,odi fy one-half of it! stick 
nail equipment t o use J' o r en equivalent low/ no solvent coating. 

H) By De-cember 31, 198E Bostitch will modify the re rr,ainder of its 
stick nail equipment to use J ' or e qui~a1 e n1._ 

I) During l98 E, Bos t i tch wilJ mai:e an aggressiv e e ffort to modify its 
coatings F, C, D, and G to Jow/no solvent coatil"Jgs &nd 6dept its 
a p;,Uceble s t aple produc ing equipment for t he ir use as soon as is 
reesonable. 

J) By December 3 1, 1986 Bosti tch will have r educ-ed i15 O\•ereD VOC 
emissions f rom 67 l t on5 voe to 2S3 t ons voe on e:-i e quiva1ent 
solids applied basis with its 19£3 bP.se1ir,e date. 

7. By July 31 , 1985 Bosti t ch will sub mi t to t he Division en 6mended set~! 
baseline data pertaining to all coatir,gs used by Bost itch in 198J , 
including the product c:etegor~• on which it is used, the emi~sion ra t e o f 
\'OC fr om it, e:x-pres5ed in I; \ ' OC/gaUon of coeting (rr,:n~ water), t he 
volume pe,cent solids &nd volum e pe:-cent solvent of eac~ co&ting, t he 
densitie5 of the c oa ting and solvent co;r,pone;its, or other 



mea ns to demonstrate compliance with the terms of this Agree-ment on 
an equivalent solids a.p;>lied basis. • 

8. If an existing costing for specific product category is replc,ced, it must 
be repl6ced with a formulation that wiU emit Jess VOC for the 
<:qulvs l e nt amount of solids &pplied. 

9. Upon e xecutio n of this Agreement, Bostitch shaU mainta in a v oe 
e mission rate a t o r below these limits: 

~ a ils: 66. 7 fi VOC/ gaUon o f solids applied
Staples: 53. 3 j VOC/ gaUon of solids applied
Paint s : 41.3 i VOC/gaUon of solids appli e d 

l 0 . That Bos t itch shaU ms.ke r ecords o f dis t r ibu t ion of each adhesive, 
coa ting, or p&in t t o e e:s c h r espec t ive g,:-oup of Uncs e.s appropri&te, and 
shaU make t hese r E:cord s available for inspect ion by t he Division et 
r e&sonsble t i mes. 

l 1. Th&t Bostitch
1
s e ffor t s to maximize volume percent sol ids or tc reduce 

sol vent densi t y in an a d hesive or c oa t ing· .$halJ be docu:-:1ente d in 
8

logbook. Bosti t ch shaU supply t he Div isi'G:1 with e quarterly written 
summary r eport documenting t hese att1::mpts, inc1udi ng the sup?li er , 
the ide ntifi ca tion of the 6dhesive or c oe ting, the &tterr,pted change, 
the r eason for f inding sa id change satis foc t o ; y or u:-isatisfacto:-y, c, nc 
p ert inent d&t es. T he logbook wiU be made avn i1eb1e t o the Di\'i s ion 
for ba ckup documentst io n t o the quart erly written r eport. 

12 . Bostitch wil] use no ne w c oa ting whose \'OC c ontent is above these 
s;:,eci fic em ission li mits : 

Na ils : 8. 70 4; VOe/gaUon 
S taples : 5.87 1/ Voe/ gallon 
P a ints: 5.73 ti voe/gallonI 

"New coat ing" is understood to mean any coa t ing which is not on 
Bost itch

1
s l ist o f costlngs submitted on July 31, 198 5. 

13. T hat a s ne wly developed adhesives or c oa t ings become available, 
Bosti tch will notify t he Division of t he p roduc t lines on which they are 
expect ed to be used and supply the v oe emission rate per galJon 
(minus wat e r ) in its nex t quart erly writ t en report t o t he Divisi on. 

· fte r t his Agreement bee " · · 
Bosti t c 

s and new 
o~ eech subsequent 

e a men 
· 1ch they will be effec tive. 

15. Tha t by Aprill, 198!3 , e.s set for th in the P roposal , Bost it c h's r ecords 
o f t imel iness for t he psr ti a.J implement a ti on of lo w/ro \'OC e miss ion 
s t rategies will b e essessed by the Div is ion for t he pr·obebility of 
fu r t her successf uJ i mplementation. Repr esen ta tiv es o f Bos tit c h sha ll 
ha \' e t he oppor t uni t ~• t o pr~sen: their position t o the Div is;on in 
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writing &nd orally. lf it ls clear that Bostitch will not be able to 
meet the established timetables, Bostitch v.•lll coope.;ste with the' 
Di\•ision ln developing and implementing alternetive cornplie.nce 
procedures, e.g., air pollution control equipment, if Bostitch 
continues its staple and nail operations· in Rhode lsland. Bostit<?h 
shall not be required to install add-on controls or anv other 
compliance procedures other than the ones being pursued u~der the 
Proi)osaJ provided that it can demonstrate timely flchievement of 
the t echnologies set forth in the Proposal. 

l f. That as of J anuary 1, 1987 and every t wo years thereafter, 
Bostitch shall undergo e RACT review until its VOC emissions, 
from the operations addressed herein, are l ess th&n l 00 t ons per 
year (e:xc luding degreasing). . 

17. That Bostitch shell allo.,.; authorized r epresentatives of the Division 
access t o t he facility et r easonable ti ;nes for the purpose of 
determining compliance with t his Agreement. 

18. The Division acknowledges that the low/no solvent technologies 
i rnp1emen t ed et Bostitch pursuant ·. -to this Agreement are 
proprietary in nature and constitute e trade secret. Also, the 
monufacturing processes employed by Bostitch a.lso constitute 
proprietary information. The Division further &grees not t o 
disclose t o any non-regulatory party the de t ails of the technologies 
including formulations, proi::esses, test results, d&ily reco!'ds or 
reports, end t he like, and any information relative to Bostitch's 
actual m5nufacturing processes. If t he Divisiori determines that 
any information is not propriet&.ry or a trade secrEt, it sha.11 give 
Bostitch ten days' written notice of the inforrnE:tion it inter,ds to 
disclose. Bostitch shall have the right to challenge the Division's 
decision in a court of competent jurisdiction. 
I 

19 . That execution of this Agreement by Bostitch does not constitute 
aT1 admission that it has violated any f ederal, state or local 
regulation, ordinance or ruling. Bosti tch is entering into t his 
Agreement to ensure that its voe emissions are reduced t o a l evel 
which satisfies t he meaning of RACT: 

· is followin · 
' pe.ny 
lJution Control 

OT"pti~lf_~OS~t1.1itch for 81\' 

ase on voe emissions 0 

operations). 

The Division reserves its r ight to enforce or pursue any remedy against 
Bosti tch authori2,ed by law for fa ilure to comply with the t f:~ms and conditions of 
thi s AgrHment in a court of competent jurisdiction. Bostitch does not waive its 
righ t t o cha Ue nge the enforcement of this Agreement if it beli eves that t he 
Division is acting improper ly in see~ing enforcement. 

I 
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It is hereby agreed and \IDderstood by the parties that the implementation 
of said procedures and execution o·r this Agreement does not relieve Bostitch of 
the need to comply with applicable federal, state or local laws, regulations or 
ordin&.nces. Execution of this Agreement does not abrogate the rights of 
substantially efft-cted parties who ere not subject to this Agreement. 

FOR THE DIRECTOR: 

Date T homes D. Get z , Ac t ing Chief 
Division of Air Hazardous Mater ials 

/ 

. ;Jr{.(/ 
,/ 

L'."7✓& 
Leg-a ·counsel , Dei)artme:n t <?1/ 

Environmental l'l~anagemr.6't 

Bosti tch hereby agrees t o t he above t er ms in t his A i;-reement, which 
bE":c omes effective i mmediately upon execut ion of t his document. The 
undersigned certi f ies that he he.s authority to execute t his Agreement on behalf 
of Bost i tch. 

FOR BOSTITCH DT\' lSION OF TEXTR ON: 

DEite Jart}es Hubbard
Vroe Presiden t Manuf ecturing 




