
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND and 
PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 

v. 

KEENE CORPORATION 
199 AMARAL STREET 
EAST PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND 

A.H. File No. 85-10-AP

CONSENT AGREEMENT 

Thi s Consen t Agreemen t is enter ed b y and b e t we en the 

Dep a rtme nt of Env ironment al ~anagement's Di vi s ion of Ai r a nd 

Ha z ardous Ma t erials (here i na fter the Division) and Kee ne 

Corporation o f 19 9 Amaral Street, East Provide nce , Rhode 

Island (hereinafter Kee ne ) pursuant to t he Rhode Island Clean 

Air Act , Chapter 23-23 of the General Laws of t he State of Rhode 

Island and Providence Plantations , as amended , and the Air 

Pollution Control Regulations adopted in accordance therewith . 

To comply with the provision of Air Pollution Control 

' 
Regulation No. 19 entitled "Control of Volatil e Organic Comp o unds 

from Surface Coating Operations ," t he Division and Keene agree 

as follows : 

1 . That t he Division has j urisd i ction of the subject 

matter o f this Agreement a nd of the p ar t ies con­

senting to this decree. 

2 . That Kee ne is subject to the provisions of Title 23 , 

Chapter 23 of the Rhode Island General Laws , as 

amended , and "the Air Pollution Control Regulations 

a~opted in accordance therewith . 

3 . That the Consent Agreement applies to Keene Laminates 

of 199 Amaral Street, East Providence , Rhode Island . 



I 

4. That the provisions of this Agreement shall apply 

to and be binding upon Keene, its officers, 

directors, agents, servants, employees, operators, 

successors, ass i gnees , and all persons, firms and 

corporations acting under, through , and for it. 

5, That Keene shal l continue its conversion of Line A 

from current Al systems formulations to A2-2 systems 

based upon the following percent conversion: 

15 percent by 31 December 1986 

80 percent by 31 December 1987 

85 p ercent by 31 December 1989 

6 . That Keene sha ll continue its conversion fr om current 

Al formulations to A2-2 formulations with the following 

schedule: 

A. By 1 September 1986 promulgate coatings on 

Line A from Al percent solid formulations to 

A2-l percent solids formulations or comme nce with 

the installation of current RACT control ·equip­

ment on 1 Septembe r 1986 o n the most cost effective 

production line with startup of the control 

system no later than 1 September 1987. On or 

before l June 1986 Keene shall submit to the 

Division a progr~ss report which shall detail 

Keene ' s prospect s of ach ieving A2-l percent solids 

formulations by 1 September 1986 . 

-B . By 31 De ce mber 1987 promulgate coatings in 

L i ne A to A2-2 pe~cent high solids formulat i ons 

or commence with the installation of current 



RACT control equipment on 31 December 1987 

on the most effective production line with 

startup of the control system no later than 31 

·· ..December 1988 . On or before 1 September 1987 
., 

Keene shal l submit to the Division a progress 

report whic h s hall detail Keene's prospects of 

ach i eving A2-2 p ercent solids f ormulat ions by 

31 December 1987. 

C. The Division recognizes that the products manu­

factured on L i ne A must rece ive Underwriters 

Laboratories Approval ("U .L. Approv a l• ) before 

such products can be commercia l ly marketed . So 

l o ng as Keene is diligent ly pursuing U. L . Ap­

proval for any such product , wh ich U. L. Approval 

is necessitated by formulatio n modifications 

developed by Keene to achieve compliance with 

this paragraph , Keene is authorized, until such 

U.L. Approval i s granted , to manufacture the 

comparable , the U.L. Approved p roduc t or pro­

duc ts. 

7. That Keene shall convert Line B to Bl Adhesive or to 

any other comparable formulation at Bl-1 percent by 

weight solids by 1 September 1987 or c.omme nce with 

the installation of curr e nt RACT control equipment 

on 1 September 1987 on the most cost effective pro­

auction line with startup of the control system no 

-3-



-

later than l September 1988. On or before l June 

1987 Keene shall submit to the Division a progress 

report which shall detail Keene's prospects of 

achieving Bl-1 p e rcent s o l i ds f ormula t ions by l 

Septembe r 1987. ~ 

8. That Keene sha ll, in c onjunc tio n with the conver­

sion o f Line A conver t Line C to Cl met hod with 
1 

t he fol lowing schedule be g i nnin g on 1 October 198 5 

or commence wi t h t he insta.llat ion of cur.r.e~--n t RAC.......,"'----"-T ----

control equipment on 1 Sep tember 19 88 o n Line c with 

✓ 

startup of t he control s y s t em no later tha n l 

September 1989: 

A. Source modif i cation including test, design 

fabrication, and components shal l be completed 

n~ later than l September 1987 . 

B . High solids , aqueous or not me lt equipment 

i ncluding sizing, issuance of necessary pur­

chase ord ers and engineering s hall be completed 

no later than 1 December 1987 . 

C . Site preparation shall be completed no l ater 

than l January 19 89 . 

D. Delivery of components shall be completed no 

later than 1 January 1989 . 

E . Equipmen t sha ll be as semb led and checked out and 

completed no l a t er than l June 1989 . 

F . St artup sha ll commence no lat e r than l June 1989 . 
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G. On-line operation after··. tes·t ing and qualifi­

cation shall commence no later than 1 September 

1989. On or before 1 September 1988, Keene shall 

_ submit to the Division a progress report which 

shall detail Keene's prospects of converting 

Line C to ·c1 method in accordance with the above 

compl iance schedule. 

The Division recognizes t hat the products manufactured o n 

Li ne C must receive approval from General Motors and Keene ' s 

ot h e r major customers before such products can be comme r cially 

marketed. So lon g as Keene is diligently p ursuing approval 

for any such product, which approva l is necessitated by formula­

modifications deve l oped by Ke ene to achieve compliance with 

this p aragraph , Kee ne is authorized , until such approval is 

granted , to manufacture the existing , comparable p roduct or 

product s. 

9. The Division and Keene recognize that it is t he nat ure 

of product research and deve l opmen t that some projects 

and tasks will be resolved earlier than scheduled and 

some later than scheduled . However , Keene acknowledges 

that ba sed upon the i nformation available to Veene t o 

date , the time schedules specified i n paragraph 5, 

6, 7, 8, and 12 herein are realistic goals . Howe ver , 

if after due diligence Kee ne is unable to mee t any time 

schedule set forth herein , upon application by Keene 

=and for good cause shown the Division may exlend the 

complianc& dates provided he rein . 

10. The followi ng schedule sha ll govern the installation 

of all control equipme nt required by paragraphs 
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6A 4 6B, 7, and 8G of this Consent Agreement. 

A. Source modification including test, design 

f abrication and components shall be completed 

n o later ~han seven (7) months. 

B. I ssuance o f the necessary purchase orders, engineer-

i ng, f abrica tion and shipment shall be com­

pleted no later than nine (9) mont hs. 

C . Site p reparation shall be completed no later 

than ten ( 10) months . 

D. Delivery of components shall be comple ted no later 

than t e n (10) mont hs. 

E . Equ ipment shall be assembled and checked out 

and completed no laler than eleven ( 11) mont hs . 

F . Startup shall commence no later thaQ twelve (12) 

mon ths. 

11 . Keene agrees to u ndertake a reasonably available 

control t echnology (RACT ) study to d etermine the 

feasibility of the installation of control equipment 

on Line C. Such report shal l b e completed by 1 March 

1986 and shall be s ubmitted to the Division . 

12. That on 1 June 19 89 the voe p o unds p e r gallon level 

will be examined to determine if a bubble concept may 

be appli e d and., if so , the nature of ~uch repor ting 

records as may be required . 

I 
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13. That Keene shall attain an average daily emission 

level of 2.9 pounds VOC/gallon by 1 December 1989. 

Coating contents will be subject to verification by 

EPA.Method 24. 
I 

14. That Keene will undergo a RACT review every two 

years (with the clock starting 1 January 1985) 

u ntil the emission limitations required by Rhode 

Island Air Pollution Control Regulation No. 19 is 

a c hieved. 

15. That Keene shall submit to the Division quarterly 

progress reports, commencing on 1 Oct ober 1985 and 

on each successive quarter thereafter until a final 

compliance is achieved with the terms of this 

Agreement. Each report shall outline the progress 

of the preceding quarter and include a forecast of 

the activity i n the ne x t four mo nths i n meeting 
I 

compliance with this Agreement . A summary sheet is 

to be submitted with each report specifyig each 

Line A adhesive progress in reformu~ation from current 

Al systems to A2-2 systems, along with a coating/ 

adhesive formulation including the coating density , 

solids content , and formulation application rate for 

a comparison on a solid applied ba s is . Dai ly record-

keeping shall be maintained by Keene of the solvent 

coating/adhesive u sage and shall be available for 

=periodic inspection by the Division . 
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16. The Division acknowledges that the high solid systems 

technologies and other information devel~ped by 

Ke ene o r submitted to the Division in complianc~ 

with this Agreement may consitute proprietary in-. . 
formation. Any and all such information submitted 

to t h e Division by Keene and ide ntified by Keene as 

p roprietary will not be discl osed to any person or 

entity. If the Division determi nes t hat any i nforma­

tion so iden t ified by Keene is not propr ietary or a 

trade secret , it shal l give Kee ne twenty days wr i t ten 

notice , by certified mail - return receipt requested -

of the i~formation it intends to disclose . Keene 

shall have the right to challenge the Division ' s 

decision in a court of competent jurisdiction. 

17. The Divis ion will require periodic inspections at 

Keene t q d etermine pro gress n achieving compliance 

with the requirements of this Agreemen t. 

18 . The execution of this Agreement by Keene shal l not 

constitute an admission by Keene that it - has violated , 

or is v iolating , any federa l, state, or local statute , 

ordinance , or regulation . 

19 . It is further agreed by the parties that th is Agree­

ment is entered in l ieu of an admi n istrative hearing 

and has Lhe full force of a f inal administrative 

adjudication and shal l be enforceable in Superior 

Court . 
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, , .,,_.. 
~eene hereby agrees to the terms in this Agreement, and the 

undersigned certifies that he has authority to execute this 

Agreement on behalf of Keene. 

The par~ies agree that this Agreement shall be deemed a 

f i nal administrative decis ion under the Administrative Procedures 

Ac t (Tit le 42, Chcpter 35 of the Ge neral Laws of Rhode I s land) 

from which no timely appea l was taken, and which i s enforceable 

by resort t o Superior Court. 

Date Thomas D. Getz , Acting Chie f 
Division _ Air and HazardousMater:£~~ 
C les McKinley , ch· Legal 
Couns el, Department f 
Environmental Management 

p '? ~) . 
///-r/41 c -d:r~_:_,~ 
Ar thur Williams 
Keene Corporation 




