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Introduction to the Yurok Tribe

Yurok Tribe Mission

The mission of the Yurok Tribe is to exercise the aboriginal and
sovereign rights of the Yurok People to continue forever our Tribal
traditions of self governance, cultural and spiritual preservation,
stewardship of Yurok lands, waters and other natural endowments,
balanced social and economic development, peace and reciprocity, o

OCEAN

and respect for the dignity and individual rights of all persons
living within the jurisdiction of the Yurok Tribe, while honoring our
Creator, our ancestors and our descendants.

Yurok Tribe: Today

The Yurok Tribe is currently the largest Tribe in California, with
more than 5,000 enrolled members. The Tribe provides numerous
services to the local community and membership with its more
than 200 employees. The Tribe’s major initiatives include: the
Hoopa Yurok Settlement Act, dam removal, natural resources
protection, sustainable economic development enterprises and
land acquisition.
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Tribal
Authority

The Yurok Indian
Reservation encompasses
44 miles of the Klamath
River, extending a mile from
the Klamath’s banks on
either side.



Land Acknowledgement




Using Solid Waste
Codésand




The 5 W's of Enforcement & Code
Development

WHQO?

Who is affected?

WHAT?

What is the goal?

Why is this important?

WHEN?

When do you need the harm to cease?

WHERE?

Do you have jurisdiction?

Key to Success: Take a Whole Community Approach.
*Explanation slides found at the end of the presentation.



BRAINSTORMING:
Answering the W's
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Preserving

Our
Resources




Mind Break: Fun Facts

How long does it take for this material to decompose?



https://badinerbytes.blogspot.com/2018/04/wheres-waldo-in-google-maps.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/

...0r Not So Fun Facts

How long does it take for this material to decompose?

1 Million Years!
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https://badinerbytes.blogspot.com/2018/04/wheres-waldo-in-google-maps.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/

Environmental
Harm
|dentification

> lllegal Dumping

» lllegal Marijuana
Cultivation

» Neglected Autos
(Vehicle Collectors)

» Improper Disposal
» Hazardous Waste




Environmental Harm Identification

lllegal Dumping




Environmental Harm ldentification
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Environmental Harm Identification

Improper Disposal




Environmental Harm Identification
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Environmental Harm Identification

Yurok Tribe Environmental Program

Vehicle Surrender Form

Property Owner Information
Legal Name
First } Middle { Last
Vehicle Information
Location
Latitude Longitude | APN# [ C

Location Comments

Description
Make Model Year | _License Plate Vehicle Identification Number

v s wln]e

Comments
NOTICE: Authorization from Yurok Tribal Court is required prior to vehicle destruction.

Vehicle Removal Fee |

I, , hereby surrender and release the vehicle(s) above to the

Yurok Tribe, forfel(‘ing; fu.n:her claim against the vehicle(s). | authorize the Yurok Tribe, or designee, to move the
vehicle(s), for the fee listed, payable by me ____, and to dispose of the vehicle(s) as the Yurok Tribe sees fit. | certify
that all information stated above is true and correct and understand that my signature is binding. | hereby agree to
indemnify and hold harmless the Yurok Tribe from and against any and all claims, demands, or causes of action of any
kind or nature resulting from or in connection with the Yurok Tribe’s removal of the vehicle(s) from the undersigned’s
property and from and against any resulting losses, costs, expenses, reasonable attorney’s fees, liabilities, damages,

orders, judgments, or decrees in connection herewith.

Signature (ropersy owner) Date
Signature (accepton Date
Printed Name taccepmon “Tribal Department
Yurok Tribe Use Only
Vehicke # T T T 1ﬁ_zs T 7 T 5
Removal Dote | | | | |
StaffIitials | I I | [

Neglected Autos
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15t Chance 2nd Chance Last Chance

(warning letter
can be used)

Office of

Notice of Education: Notice of Education: Cease and Desist Order Tribal
| Prosecutor

An Opportunity to Comply An Opportunity to Comply S Compliance Agreement

Initiates conversation Follow up
& establishes a = Progress Evaluation
consensual
agreement

Initiates
enforcement




Education Notices
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YUROK TRIBE

190 Klamath Boulevard e Post Office Box 1

Klamath, CA 95548

August 6, 2021

[Responsible Party|
[Mailing Address]
Ma

ing Address]
Dear [Responsible Party]

On [Date of Findings], an illegal dumping envi 1 i investigation was conducted by the

Yurok 'I'ibe Environmental Program {YTEP) on Highway 169, Klamath, CA 95548, During the investigation,

YTEP retrieved of two picecs of mail addzessed to you from the illcgally dumped trash

Pursuant to Yurok Tribal Code, Title 21, Environmental Protection, Chapter 21.40, Tllegal Dumping,
you are hereby notified that the aforementioned name-labeled property is sufficient prima facie
evidence for the issuance of a citation for violation of the Illegal Dumping Ordinance, which
prohibits open disposal of wastes onto lands within the Reservation. ‘The fine for violation of this

ordinance is $300 per instance for the first offense.

In lieu of issumg you a dtation, we would like to give you the opportunity to cease illegal dumping actihvatics
and comply. The purpose of chapter 2140 is to establish a Yurok 'Libal law prohibiting the open disposal,
dumping, depositing, burying fother than small, residential compost piles of nonhazardous, organic materials
produccd on the premises and being, tended for usc as fertilizer) or unpermitted burning of any waste materals

whatsoever on any lands or in any waters of the Yurok Res

vation, in order to end the public health hazard
being, perpetuated by numerous individuals known and unknown 1o the Yurok Tribe; and, by bringing about

the cessation of the illegal dumping, to hereby stop the resultant pollution of the soils, strcams, ground water,
and the Klamath River itself, which in turn has endangered the namral environment and the fishery resources

belonging to all of the Yurok Tsibe.

Should the Tribe find additional name-labeled property bearing your name during any future illegal duinping
investigations, the Tribe may issue pou a citation. ‘This letter serves as a letter of warning.

cetfully,

Environmental Director
Yurok Iribe Environmental Program

Enclosure

YUROK TRIBE ENVIRONMENTAL DEPARTMENT
190 Klamath Boulevard e Post Office Box 1027 » Klamath, CA 95548
Notice of Education: An Opportunity to Comply

Case#

W would like to take this opportunity to remind you that the dumping of waste materials, ag defined by Yurok Tribal Code, Title 21
Environmental Protection, Chapter 21.40 Tllegal Dumping, is prohibited.  Through the efforts of the Yurok Tribe and informed
people like you, we can work together to keep the Yurok Reservation a clean, attractive, healthy and safe place for visitors and
residents.

Dumping of waste materials. even the smallest item, endangers our environment, our wildlife and our economy. Dumping of waste
materials n our “own backyard” can jeopardize property value, public health, tourism and/or the environment, We're here o help
you become a better parter so that we can stop illegal dumping of waste materials on the Yurok Reservation

Any person responsible for illegal dumping on the Yurok Reservation may be prosecuted before the Yurol Tribal Court pursuant to
the stipulations set forth in Yurcek Tribal Code, Title 21 Tnvironmental Protection, Chapter 21.40 Tllegal Dumping. A container site
has been established in Klamath to receive and appropriately handle the waste materials and recyclables brought there for proper
permitted disposal. 1t is the sole responsibility of the waste material generator to dispose of waste materials properly.

You arc advised that this Notice serves as the first step in the enforcement process, and gives you 15 days (o show progress
towards compliance with Yurok Tribal Code, Title 21 Environmental Protection, Chapler 21.40 Ullegal Dumping.

Observation Information

T4 L7 - L~ 440 L3700 L 20 L 4] L0 2 L e il

Date [ Time Taspector [ Officer
Responsible Darty
First | Middle [ Last
I acation
Physical Address | | Address I'ype |
Latitude | Lo | APN#
Lurivonmental Concern(s) Inentified

Abandoned aulomobiles Pesticide containers Medical wasles Vard /grecn wasles
Abandoned trailers Flectronics Municipal solid waste Hazardous waste
Anirnal carcasses Fluorescent light bulbs Scrap tires Surface wasie
Applisnoes/white goods Furniture Sewage sl Buried waste
Construction waste Lead acid batteries Waste oil Qther:

Comments

Yurok Tribal Code Violation ‘ Yurok Tribal Cade, Title 21 Frvirenmental Protection, Chapter 21.40 Tegal Dumping

Inspector Signature [ Date Officer Date
Enforcement Matnx

Notice of Tducation: An Opportunity to Comply | Date lssucd Follow Up Date

Notice of Violation-1 Date Issued Follow Up Date

Notice of Violation-2 Date Lssued Follow Up Date

Court Cifation Date Tssucd Citation Number




“We would like to take this opportunity to remind you that the dumping of waste materials, as
defined by Yurok Tribal Code, Title 21 Environmental Protection, Chapter 21.40 lllegal
Dumping, is prohibited. Through the efforts of the Yurok Tribe and informed people like you,
we can work together to keep the Yurok Reservation a clean, attractive, healthy and safe place
for visitors and residents.

Dumping of waste materials, even the smallest item, endangers our environment, our wildlife
and our economy. Dumping of waste materials in our “own backyard” can jeopardize
property value, public health, tourism and/or the environment. We’re here to help you become
a better partner so that we can stop illegal dumping of waste materials on the Yurok
Reservation.

Any person responsible for illegal dumping on the Yurok Reservation may be prosecuted
before the Yurok Tribal Court pursuant to the stipulations set forth in Yurok Tribal Code, Title
21 Environmental Protection, Chapter 21.40 Illegal Dumping. A container site has been
established in Klamath to receive and appropriately handle the waste materials and recyclables
brought there for proper permitted disposal. Itis the sole responsibility of the waste material
generator to dispose of waste materials properly.

You are advised that this Notice serves as the first step in the enforcement process, and
gives you 15days to show progress towards compliance with Yurok Tribal Code, Title 21
Environmental Protection, Chapter 21.40 Illegal Dumping.”



Addressing Neglected Autos

‘furok Tribe Environmental Department

Vehicle Surrender Form

Property Owner Information

Legof Nom
‘ Middle Last
Vehicle Informati
Location
titude | Longitude | Al | Community
Location Comments
Description
Make Model Year Uicense Plate Vehide Identification Number

Description Comments

Vehicle Removal Fee

Yurok Tribe, forfeiting further claim to the vehi
wehiclefs), for the fea listad, payable by me X

thet all information stated above is true and ct and understand that m

to indemnify and hold harmless the Yurok Tribe from and against any and all pote
action of any kind ar nature resulting frem or in connection with the Yurak Tribe's removal of the vehicle(s) from the

undersigned’s property and from and against any resulting losses, costs, expense

damages, orders, judgments, or decrees in connection herewith

hereby voluntariy surrender

v signature is binding, | hereby agres

and release the wehiclefs) above ta t

ential claims, demands, or causes of

s, reascnable attorney's fees, liabilities,

Signature et Date

Tribal Departme

nt

“I, (Name), hereby voluntarily surrender and release
t he vehicle(s) above to the Yurok Tribe, forfeiting
further claim to the vehicle(s). | authorize the Yurok
Tribe, or designee, to move the vehicle(s), for the
fee listed, payable by me (Name) , and to dispose
of the vehicle(s) as the Yurok Tribe sees fit. | certify
that all information stated above is true and correct
and understand that my signature is binding. |
hereby agree to indemnify and hold harmless the
Yurok Tribe from and against any and all potential
claims, demands, or causes of action of any kind or
nature resulting from or in connection with the
Yurok Tribe’s removal of the vehicle(s) from the

undersigned’s property and from and against any
resulting losses, costs, expenses, reasonable
attorney’s fees, liabilities, damages, orders,
judgments, or decrees in connection herewith.”










Kori Ellien
Enforcement, Response &
Education Program Manager

(707) 954-0462
kellien@yuroktribe.nsn.us

Yurok Tribe
Environmental Department

Wok-hlew’
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WHO...

* Are we protecting?

* Does this code affect?

Do we need to engage?

* Will provide funding?

* Are the signatory authorities?
‘v‘ « Will enforce?

\ Who do you need

m support from?




WHAT...

 Are the environmental harms?

* Are we protecting?
* Are we wanting to accomplish?
* Are the penalties?
* Are the challenges?
‘v‘ * Is our timeline?
. What Is the purpose

of the code?
4\ 4




WHEN...

* Will you follow up on the environmental
harm?

A * Will the public be involved?
} * Will we receive funding?
M * Will enforcement begin?

.‘ Set a timeline and

stick to It.
4\ 4




WHERE...

* Is the environmental harm occurring?
 |s the supporting data?

* Will we focus efforts?

* Do we gain the knowledge needed to

Implement?
* Will the community go for questions,
concerns or updates?

Where Is the
Incident?

\ A
/




WHY...

* Are we dedicating resources to this?
* Are we needing a deadline?
} + Are we asserting jurisdiction?

! .‘ Why do we care?

4\ 4
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